EDT 500 Instructional Design (ID) Plan Template

1. The Problem: 
 Children do not understand the importance of recycling.  They do not understand that trash thrown away, does not simply disappear.  They do not understand the impact they have on our environment and the ways they can help, as six year olds, to reduce, reuse and recycle.  
2. The Need:  

Children need to understand the concept of recycling, what it is and how it works.  They also need to understand they can have an impact on our environment through their actions, such as reducing, reusing and recycling.  Children need to know where trash goes.  It does not disappear, but rather sits in a landfill that takes up precious space and resources.  

3. The Audience:  
The audience for this project will be 16 first graders, 8 boys and 8 girls.  The students range in age from 5-7.  The academic levels vary greatly with 3 children reading at a beginning kindergarten level, 4 students reading below grade level, 4 students reading on grade level and 5 students reading above grade level. 7 students receive reading support, 4 students receive social service support and 1 student receives ELL support.  

Most students will have little to no knowledge of the terms reduce, reuse, recycle.  Additional support (in addition to classroom teacher) will not be provided during the five lessons for this unit.   Students are English speaking and there are no inclusion children in the room.  
4. Objectives/Assessment: 
Students will be introduced to the terms reduce, reuse and recycle.  They will gain understanding of what these terms mean and also how they can apply these in their own lives. Students will learn how garbage is processed in our community and will gain an understanding of how recycling reduces the amount of garbage that has to be thrown away. Students will understand that the amount of garbage they throw away has an effect on animals and plants.
These objectives are appropriate for this age range of children as an introduction to taking care of the Earth and what the long term affects will mean in their own lives.  By implementing these objectives, children can incorporate what they have learned in their every day lives.  

Students will be assessed on objectives by completing a reflection piece at the end of the unit along with participation in whole group discussions.  I would like for each student to understand the meaning of the concepts “reduce, reuse and recycle”.  I will also ask them to put these terms into action by completing a project at the end of the unit to see how recycling can benefit them in every day life.

5. Content: 
The presentation will start by asking children what they know about where garbage goes.  This is an introductory unit in first grade, so many students will have little to no background knowledge on this topic.  How garbage is processed will be introduced to the students along with an illustration of a transfer station and landfill.  It will be explained that landfills are space used for garbage instead of a place that provides homes for plants and animals.  
Students will be asked to think of ways they can help with this problem and the vocabulary terms (reduce, reuse and recycle) will be introduced.  Examples of how first graders can help the Earth will be given and students will be allowed to brainstorm additional ideas.  Students will then be asked to do a recycling project that reuses materials to make something to play with, something decorative or something useful.
6. Instructional Strategies:

  Instructional strategies will include direct instruction, small group and whole group discussion as well as independent writing.  These strategies have been chosen for several reasons.  First graders ability to read is limited and varied.  By using direct instruction, every child can benefit from teacher directed lessons.

Whole group and small group discussions will allow students to share and gain ideas on this topic.  Besides developing the concepts of reduce, reuse and recycle, students will be working cooperatively to develop listening and comprehension skills.  We will also be practicing our conversation skills through “turn and talk” where children are asked to share with a partner for a set amount of time and then share some of those ideas with the whole class.  This will help reinforce skills used throughout our school day.

7. Additional Materials

Additional materials might include several read alouds.  Children often benefit from hearing stories relating to a topic.  During the read alouds, we would discuss text to self and text to world connections.  I would also love to incorporate either a virtual field trip or real life field trip to provide some concrete experiences in their lives.  First graders are often very literal and need to see, touch and feel to connect with the material being taught, such as the abstract concept of the universe and taking care of it.


I think another resource that would be beneficial might be a movie.  First grade students often live in the bubble of their own hometown and cannot grasp how big the world really is.  A movie showing other places in the world might open their eyes to see how we are all connected.  It would also stress the importance of why we are all in this together and need to do our part.

8.  Program Use

This program will be used within our social studies unit.  The five lessons will be used in sequence to show first graders the importance of taking care of our Earth.  Each lesson will build off the next to allow children to acquire vocabulary terminology and build concepts of reduce, reuse and recycle.


The program will be used as whole group discussions as well as interactive lessons that allow children to practice concepts.  The unit will conclude with an independent project for students to apply skills into their every day life and see how it is relevant.

9. Summative Evaluation
Students will start with a whole class discussion about our Earth and what they know about recycling and our environment.  We will create a K-W-L chart to direct the rest of the unit lessons and to assess learning at the end of the unit.

Students will discuss ways they would help reduce, reuse and recycle in their own community or write a persuasive letter to another student on why recycling is important and how they can contribute.

Students will create and implement recycling project they can use in their own lives.

10. Appendix-Attach anything else that is relevant (story boards, brainstorm (inspiration) charts etc.).

